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quantity of the crops and toots of dragons and
wash them clean and seeth them with a soft fire
in running water/' Smallpox, till vaccination was
introduced in the next century, seemed so in-
evitable that parents sometimes deliberately put
their children in the way of taking the infection,
so that they might get it over at an age when it
was least likely to prove fatal to life or beauty.
Infectious disease maintained a constant decima-
tion of the population, which otherwise, with
the large families that prevailed, must have in-
creased by leaps and bounds. It was the increase
in medical and hygienic knowledge, even more
than the improvement in agricultural process
and the industrial revolution, that made possible
the vast growth of the population in the next
century.15

The necessary conditions of that growth were
being prepared in the reign of Charles II by a
little group of brilliant London physicians and
surgeons, who, working in the closest contact
with the virtuosos of the Royal Society, were
beginning to apply deductive and scientific
principles to the practice of medicine. Perhaps
the greatest of these was Thomas Sydenham. His
description of how he discarded the dogmatic
theories of his professional brethren in his
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